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Welcome:  We welcome Jesse to Room 4. It is lovely to have you with us. 
This year we have two Y3/4 classes. We recognise the importance of 
building strong relationships with the students in our care so each child 
has a home room teacher that they will spend most of their time with. We 
will do cross grouping for reading,  maths and swimming, so a small 
number of children will be taught these subjects by the ‘other’ teacher. 
When it comes to physical education and sports, we will join together for 
a bit of fun and competition. 
 
 
Unit Study: The overall theme for both our classes this year is ‘Exploring’. 
This term we have a focus on Exploring about ourselves, our families, our 
school and our community under the umbrella of cultural identity. 
As part of this learning we will be learning about the Treaty of Waitangi 
as an important part of New Zealand’s history. We will also be learning 
about and celebrating the diversity of cultures from families represented 
in our classrooms. Please let us know if you would like to contribute to 
these learning experiences in some way such as photos, talking to the 
students, stories, artifacts,  food ideas and sharing of traditions. 
 
PE: Our focus this term is swimming. The students have been ability 
grouped and will be learning with either Miss Spence or Mrs Millar. We 
have a Swim Safe facilitator coming to give the students and teachers 
tips for advancing swimming skills. It is the school’s expectation that 
students will be swimming every day. School swimming sports are on the 
25th of February. 

                 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Maths: We start off the term with statistics and money. A visit from ASB 
and money wise lessons will be a highlight in Week two.  Number (place 
value, addition/subtraction)  will be the focus for the rest of the term. 
Home learning of Basic Facts will begin in Week four.   
 
Literacy - Writing: Our class programme is based on: 
Guided Writing - instructional in small groups with the teacher 
Independent Writing -child ‘gives it a go’ by themselves 
Shared Writing - co-constructed as a group with the teacher 
Our writing will be mostly motivated by the children’s personal or shared 
experiences as well as books and things that they have been learning 
about in topic time. This year we will be learning  groups of words each 
week according to a progression of spelling skills. 
 
Literacy - Reading: Please listen to your child read daily  and put a brief 
comment in their Home Reading Journal.  You can make a comment 
about the story, or how your child feels about it, or how they managed to 
read it. These comments are an encouragement to your child and are 
helpful to us.  Reading is taught in instructional groups.  These groups 
will change to accommodate the growth of individual students. Book 
bags need to come to school every day.  We have a library lesson on 
Wednesdays and  Library Book Change Tuesday. 
 

                          
 
Home Learning: This should not be long or laborious. A quick listen to 
some reading for the first few weeks, then some basic facts practice for 
maths and spelling words will be added. The more positive you make the 
experience the more your child will learn. 
 
We are really excited about the learning opportunities that we have 
planned for this term.  We want the best education for your child and 
we want them to be happy in their learning environment, as we know 
you do too.   It is a partnership between us all and we strive very hard 
to give our students the best deal. However, we are not perfect! 
 
Please remember that if you have any questions or concerns, always 
go to your child’s home room teacher first.  Afternoons are the best 
as mornings are busy preparing for the day. Robyn Davis,  the Junior 
School leader is your next port of call. If we have concerns we will 
contact you.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Kendall Spence: kendalls@mangatawhiri.school.nz 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 


