
                                          Welcome to Room 2 for
                                   2021. I am very excited 
                                   about the year ahead 
                                   and look forward to
                                   working with you all
                                   again this year.
Room 1 and 2 are operating in the same 
classroom at this stage and will be run much 
the same as last year.  I am thrilled to be 
working alongside Cheryl McKinstry again.  
However, if you have any queries or concerns 
about your child I am your first port of call.  
Please either pop in and see me or drop me 
an email.  I will be more than happy to 
answer anything for you.
Below is an outline of what has been 
planned for this term.   The first couple of 
weeks will be spent settling back into school, 
revisiting the Mangatawhiri Way, spending 
time with our buddies and learning 
classroom and schoolwide routines.

This term in Maths we will be covering 
Statistics, Number and Fractions.      
Statistics:

- Posing questions, investigating and 
displaying results.

Number:
- Number knowledge
- Addition & Subtraction
- Basic facts

Fractions:
- Identifying symbols
- Using symmetry and equal sharing to find 

fractions of shapes and objects

We are very excited to be embarking on a 
new approach for teaching literacy this year. 
It is called Cracking the Code and works on 
developing a greater knowledge around 
specific sets of letters and words and using 
these in both reading and writing.

Things will be a little bit different from what 
you are used to in regards to home learning 
and reading.  Please be patient and fire any 
questions my way.  Most importantly 
though, please keep a lookout for and attend 
any upcoming parent information evenings 
specifically about The Code later in the year.
When I get our programme up and running I 
will send more information home. Thank you 
for your support with this.

We will be focusing on Swimming during 
Term 1.  It is a very important skill to have, 
especially living here in NZ.  We have a 
swimming slot daily and as a compulsory 
part of our curriculum children need to bring 
their swimming gear EVERY day.  We do take 
the weather into consideration so won’t be 
swimming in very cold temperatures.  If your 
child cannot swim then a note must be sent 
to school advising why they can’t 
participate. 



Our topic this term is Culture & Identity.  Identity is 
our definition of ourselves: who we are, and the 
things that define us.  Culture is the name given to 
the ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a group 
of people. We will begin by learning about Te Tiriti 
O Waitangi and weave into learning about varying 
cultures in our classroom and school.

We like to communicate as much as possible 
between home and school.  Here are some ways we 
do this:

Skool Loop 
Search for the Skool Loop App in your app store, 
download and choose Mangatawhiri School.  This 
app allows any school notices to be sent straight to 
your phone.  

School Mobile  
Mangatawhiri School has a school mobile which 
you can use to text messages if needed.  The 
number is 
0274 980 070.

Seesaw
This is an online portfolio of your child’s learning.  
It continues throughout your child’s time at our 
school and can be downloaded.  We will send you a 
link when this is up and running so that you can 
their  learning.  Seesaw is also the way we report 
on your child’s learning so it is very important that 
you can access this.

Weekly Class Emails
I will send weekly class emails on a Friday.  Please 
ensure the office has your correct email address 
and let me know if you aren’t receiving them.

Weekly Newsletter
Our School Newsletter comes out every Monday. It 
is your choice on how you wish to receive this - 
hard copy, email, access on Skool Loop or School 
Website. Please make sure you read this.

Please continue to encourage your child to carry their 
school bag, dress themselves, put their own shoes on 
and get their morning classroom jobs done.  This is all 
part of learning how to manage themselves and it 
develops independence.

Other things to NOTE - Please:
- Our Library day is FRIDAY
- Have a change of clothes in your child’s 

school bag and a wet bag for any accidents 
that may happen.

- Bring a drink bottle every day with water.
- Bring book bags every day (when we are up 

& running)
- Name EVERYTHING!
- Apply sunblock before school.
- Remember school hats (No hat, No play).  

I realise there is a lot of information to take on 
board so if you have any concerns or queries, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me.  

Here’s to a fantastic year of new opportunities, 
learning and fun!
Kind Regards

Lorelle Dodds
Room 2 Teacher
lorelled@mangatawhiri.school.nz

10.02.21 All stationery orders completed

Parent Information sessions
3.30pm, 4pm, 4.30pm, 5pm

Family Fun Night & BBQ 5.30pm

25.02.21 School Swimming Sports

04.05.21 Whole School Camp Week
(Room 2 are going just for the day on 
Tuesday)

*Ice blocks are for sale each day this term for 50c*
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