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“In life we learn in school we nurture the spirit for life” STRIVE ON 

20th September 2021 
 

Dear Parents & Community Members,  

Kia Ora Koutou Katoa, 
 

How things can change in a matter of hours! You will 

be aware of the current positive case in our 

neighbouring community. At this stage, we will remain 

open to Level 2 families and continue to follow Alert 

Level 2 guidelines. HOWEVER, if you are a Level 2 

family who has had contact with the Kaiaua and/or 

Mangatangi Communities in the last week, we ask that 

you stay home, monitor your family's health, and if 

anyone shows signs of feeling unwell that they get 

tested. We are in touch with the Ministry of Health 

and Ministry of Education and if anything should 

change I will keep you updated. I have also requested 

the same of our Level 2 staff and as a result we have 

2 less staff on site.  

 
We know things may be getting tense in your homes 

for a range of reasons but we continue to be so 

impressed with the extremely high engagement of so 

many of students with their learning. Over the last 4 

weeks of home learning we have never dropped below 

90% engagement. That is impressive. 

 
Throughtout this lockdown I have been in regular 

contact with the Ministry of Education who are fully 

aware and fully supportive of our unique situation. 

They have been very complimentary about the 

positive approach we have undertaken.  

It is a tense wait for the Government announcement 

due this afternoon. Whatever the decision is, it is of 

course complicated for our school in that we sit right 

bang in the middle of the border divide.  

 
If level changes allow for Alert Level 3 children to 

attend school we do have a problem as our Level 3/4 

staff have been declined a border exemption, for the 

second time, even with a Ministry of Education 

endorsement. I have been in contact with the 

Ministry this morning and we are working on a solution 

and I will keep you updated as information becomes 

available.  

In the meantime, we would appreciate an indication of 

potential Alert Level 3 student numbers who would be 

attending school as we will need to manage two 

separate school levels on our site if we are able to 

staff classes. Please either text or email the school 

office. 

 
In the meantime, I have asked teachers to wind down 

their individual class programmes of learning this 

week.  Individual class zoom sessions and individual 

class learning tasks will finish on Thursday this week. 

Friday is our device free day. 

Next week, our last week of term 3, we will organise 

a school wide fun and well-being week with whole 

school on line and on site gatherings and fun tasks.  
  

I know it may be frustrating that we are heading into 

the school holidays and spending even more time at 

home. Our wish is that the country gets back on an 

even keel and that we all return to school on 18th 

October.  
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There is a lot to take in, please do not hesitate to 

contact me if you would like to discuss anything 

further, it is always better to get the right 

information from the right person than be misguided 

with inaccurate information and opinion.  

Fingers crossed for a positive Government 

announcement this afternoon. 

It’s only Monday and I’m exhausted!  

 
Stay well. 
Sharron Scouse    

PRINCIPAL 

  
 

CHANGES TO CALF CLUB PLANS 

  
Once again COVID has impacted on our 

planned Calf Club day.  

In consultation with the teachers, the 

decision has been made not to undertake any 

classroom exhibits this year. Children will not 

have time to complete the art tasks planned or 

the published learning for display.  

We are however planning to continue with our 

animals and are putting Alert Level 2 plans in 

place for this to happen. 

Under (current) Alert Level 2 guidelines we will 

have our Lamb, Goats, Scarecrow and Plant 

competition on Thursday 21st October (TBC – 

awaiting confirmation from judges) and the 

Calf and Chicken competition on Friday 22nd 

October (TBC – awaiting confirmation from 

judges) here at school.  

We will put in place a maximum number of 

observers at each of these events so the 

number of visitors to school is not greater than 

100 people.  

At this stage, Group day is still planned to go 

ahead on Thursday 4th November at 

Mangatangi School.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

STUDENTS OF WEEK 8:   

Room 1:  Meike van Dam 
  Having such a positive attitude towards all her 

learning and sharing her experiences with others 

Room 2:  Jolienke van den Berg 
   Always having a positive attitude towards her 

learning and our Zoom meetings and for 

creatively sharing her learning on Seesaw 

Room 3:  Marni Burns 
  For consistent quality lockdown learning  

Room 3:  Harper Cullen 
  Fantastic effort to complete all of the activities 

set and have a go at our daily challenges too 

Room 4:  Sam van Dam 
  Outstanding effort, he is putting into his online 

  learning. Sam has been doing lots of extra 

  writing too and posting to seesaw – my 

  goodness, so impressed with the vocabulary he's 

using in this writing!  

Room 5:  Max Fitzgerald  
  Great management skills learning at school 

Room 6:  Hannah Burns 
  Being a responsible and enthusiastic learner and 

always keen and willing to share her learning 

Room 7:  Lucas Nixon 
  Consistency across lockdown in all areas of his 

learning  

Room 8:  Kacey Soppet 
  Consistency and enthusiasm in her online learning 

She is a superstar 

Room 9:  Aliyah Burns 
  For your passion for learning.  You are completing 

all your learning to a high standard and managing 

your time well 

Mrs Millar’s Award:  Riley Hutcheon 

  Thank you for making me smile. Fantastic effort 

with home learning. 
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Week 8 STAR Learning  

 
 

Room 1:   Ariel Stanton 
    "This is my nice alien bunny.  He shoots    

    beacons of light to help when you are   

    lost or if you are going into jail." 
 

 
 

Room 2:  Room 2 
    Drew their own Taniwha inspired by the   

    story ‘Kakariki and the Kai' 
 

 
 

Room 3:  Harper Cullen 
    Fun Spelling practice 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 4:  Lewis Bodman  
    Creative “ph” cracking the code work  
 

 
 

Room 5:   Stevie Anderson 
     Fabulous space research 
 

   

Room 6:  Freya Kayes 
    Creative writing 

The Surprised Mouse  

Slowly and cautiously, he raised his small, curious 

face above the ground, just as he did every morning. 

His shiny, black eyes surveyed the scene in front 

and around him, checking that the coast was clear 

for the start of the breakfast expedition. 

He sniffed the air checking for the scent of any 

predators. For the first time in weeks it was all 

clear. But little did he know that the fox had made 

sure that the wind was blowing in his face so that 

the mouse could not smell him. But then the wind 

changed directions. The mouse smelt the fox, 

ducked back in his hole but the fox was too quick he 

grabbed the mouse's tail, pulled him back up and 

popped him in his mouth. 
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Room 7:  Lee Walter 
    Free Writing 
 

He revved the throttle at exhilarating speeds 

and deduced the fact that he could crash, the  
car had a functional purpose for keeping 

people safe but it won’t work at this speed. 
Expletives came out of his mouth just before 

he was about to crash. 
 

Room 8:  Room 8 
  Maori Art Design 
 

 
 

Room 9: Holly Smith 
    Maori Art Design 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS FROM 

LOCKOWN LEARNING 

 
 

Isabel Hawkes 
Creative Newspaper Outfit! 
 

 
 

Tiana Ngata  
Eggcellent craft! - Painted emoji eggs 
 

 

 
 

Melia Wilson 
Creative Spelling Practice 
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Phoenix Anderson 
Creative Spelling Practice 
 

 
 

Alarich Morgan 
Creative Spelling Practice 
 

 
 

Indie Vujcich 
Creative Spelling Practice 
 

 
 

Charlie Alley 
Creative Spelling Practice 
 

 
 

Phoebe Johnson 
Creative Spelling Practice 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hannah Baillie 
Creative Maori Art 
 

 
 

Mercedes Basevi 
Creative Maori Art 
 

 
 

Aliyah Burns 
Creative Maori Art 
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Rebecca Richards  
Has had her poem published in Toitoi, a book created 

from young people's writing and art.  It has now been 

selected to be published in Jillion 2.  A hardcover book 

filled with amazing art and writing from our young  

people.   
 

 
 

 
23rd September Matthew Gillott turning 9 

27th September Nicole Ramsay turning 10 
 

 

mailto:office@mangatawhiri.school.nz

