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Welcome Back! We have such an exciting term of learning planned.

Mangatawhiri School Local Curriculum: This term the school-wide focus is on
Relationships, Conflict and Cooperation, and Cause and E�ect.
We will explore these themes in a variety of learning experiences which will
include: two days and an overnight stay at Camp Adair, NZ Sign Language
Week, Bully-Free Week, Road Safety Week, Life Education lessons with Mike
and Harold, Bike Week, Oral Presentations for an audience, and X Man’s
interactive reduce, reuse, refuse, recycle lessons. Lots of interesting learning.

Maths: We start o� the term with a measurement unit on time and
temperature which will involve looking at analogue and digital clocks, reading
and creating timetables, and exploring temperature by freezing and thawing
objects. Following this we will be concentrating on addition and subtraction
and the learning of basic facts. We finish the term with a unit on fractions
where we will be learning the symbols and words for halves, quarters, thirds,
fifths and tenths. We will use symmetry and equal sharing to find fractions of
shapes, sets and quantities. We will use the terms numerator and
denominator to show understanding.

Literacy - Writing: This term we will be doing diary writing, recounts,
letter-writing and speech-writing. We will be using the themes from our local
curriculum as motivation and content. We will also have class lessons and
small instructional groups based on Cracking the Code levels. This will involve
daily practice in class and home-learning. Spelling tests for this will be done
each Friday.

Literacy - Reading: Reading is taught in instructional groups between Room
4 & 5.  These groups will change to accommodate the progress of individual
students. Book bags need to come to school every day. Please note that
Library Book Change is Tuesday. Please listen to your child read daily and
put a brief comment in their Home Reading Journal. You can comment on
the story, how your child feels about it, or how they managed to read it.
Positive comments are an encouragement to your child and are helpful to us.



Te Reo: Our focus this term is on days of the week, months of the year,
numbers to 100, and recording and sharing our Pepeha. Learning about
Matariki will be a special end to our term.

The Arts: For music, we will be learning to use New Zealand Sign Language to
accompany some songs such as Paradise, which we hope to Seesaw to you.
Each week we will be practicing our assembly songs. We are going to learn
more about keeping a beat and rhythm by using our buckets. For visual art,
we are making safety posters, doing observational drawings, and creating art
inspired by Matariki. For drama, we will role play big books, poems, our class
treaty, and opportunities for student-lead drama will be available in Play
Based Learning time.

PE: This term we have weekly gymnastics lessons . These lessons are held in
the hall, so take place regardless of the weather. We get to use a wide range
of gym equipment and experience lots of gym skills. Our other focus this term
is working with a YouthTown instructor, learning small ball skills and
associated games. The sessions are fortnightly and very popular.  Room 4 & 5
will also practice together the learning from these sessions.

Home Learning: We cannot overemphasise how important it is for you to
spend a short period of time each school day listening to your child read and
helping them learn their spelling words and basic facts. This should only take
20 minutes a day. For reading, get your child to choose their favourite part of
the story, or if it is a longer book read one chapter, or you can read alternate
pages with your child. The most important thing is that it is a positive
experience for your child.

We are really excited about the learning opportunities that we have
planned for this term.  We want the best education for your child and we
want them to be happy in their learning environment, as we know you do
too.  It is a partnership between us all and we strive very hard to give our
students the best deal. However, we are not perfect!

Please remember that if you have any questions or concerns, always go
to your child’s home room teacher first.  Afternoons are the best as
mornings are busy preparing for the day. Robyn Davis, the Junior School
leader is your next port of call.  If we have concerns we will contact you.

Kind Regards,
Kendall Spence: kendalls@mangatawhiri.school.nz


