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Responsibility ~  Haepapa, Respect ~ Whakaute, Resilience ~ Aumangea  It’s the Mangatawhiri Way 

“In life we learn In school we nurture the spirit for life” STRIVE ON 

31st August 2020 
 

Dear Parents & Community Members,  

Kia Ora Koutou Katoa, 

 
So lovely to be back. I bet you are glad we are too! 

Hey parents, you did a grand job once again of 

supporting your children with their learning.  

To our staff team, the biggest thanks for the quick 

response and exciting way you put together our 

distance learning programme. This time around we 

focused on keeping the momentum of learning 

happening so that the children understand that 

whether we are at school or at home they have a 

responsibility to be learning in a way that keeps 

them on track.  

It certainly…………. 

 
 

I think we are heading into a new normal that will 

see us return to distance learning on and off for 

quite some time yet. In the meantime, we will make 

the very most of being back together at school. 

I have received lots of information from the MoE 

(Ministry of Education) which I will attach at the 

end of our newsletter.  

Here’s to a grand week 7 back at school. 
 

Sharron Scouse    

PRINCIPAL 

  
 

 
 Mrs Carson for a whole school clean in 

preparation for our return 

 Parents for the fabulous job of teaching & 

supporting your children during distance 

learning 

 Parents who have sent teachers lovely emails 

of thanks – much appreciated  

 Mr & Mrs Stevens for keeping an eye out on 

our school in our absence 
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Tuesday 1st September: 

 Theatre Performance 

 Youthtown sports 

R1,2,3,4 

Wednesday 2nd September: 

 R8 Technology 

Thursday 3rd September: 

 Guitar Lessons 

Friday 4th September: 

 FUN DAY: House Colours  

 1.45pm R5 Assembly @ 

hall 

Tuesday 8th September: 

 Youthtown sports 

R5,6,7,8 

Wednesday 9th September: 

 R7 Technology  
 

Friday 11th September: 

 FUN DAY: Rugby Day 

Monday 14th September: 

 Piano Lessons 

 6pm BoT Meeting 
 

Wednesday 16th September: 

 R8 Technology  

 3-6 pm Share my 

Learning 

Friday 18th September: 

 FUN DAY:  

 

Monday 21st September: 

Sports Camp 

Wednesday 23rd September: 

 R7 Technology 

Friday 25th September: 

 FUN DAY:  

 1.45 pm School Assembly 

@ Hall 

 Sports Camp returns 

 Term 3 Ends 

 
Monday 12th October: 

 Term 4 Starts 

Friday 16th October: 

 Calf Club Day  
 

  

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK:   
Room 1:  Jair Tupou-Vea   

Exceptional effort with Sunshine Classics reading and  

having a consistent attitude completing his Seesaw   

tasks during this round of lockdown learning.   

Indie Vujcich 
 Once again giving 100% everyday of lockdown learning 

Hub:  Jack Dodds 
 Fantastic week of learning  

Jackson Ramsay 
 Great consistent learning in all subjects  

Stella Nicoll 
 For keeping up her learning even when not at school 

Room 4:  Jack Vujcich 

Completing all his online learning to the best of his  

ability and continuing to show the Mangatawhiri Way  

through lockdown 

Room 5:  Lily Van Dam 
  Great effort with her online learning and some  

wonderful off-line creativity 

Mischa Zhang 

Consistent effort and resilience during our distance   
Learning effort with online learning 

Room 6:  Hana Fieten  
 Being enthusiastic and consistent with her online  

learning. Always willing to ask for help or help others  

too! 

Room 7:  Jordan Johnson  

 Sharing his amazing imagination in his creative  

writing. A gripping piece of work 

Cheyann Hill 
Outstanding descriptive writing and a positive input   

into her learning from home 

Room 8:  Mackenzie Braid   
For doing a super job of managing her online learning! 

SCHOOL AWARDS:  

Staff Award:  Mrs McPherson, Miss Davis,    

  Mrs Weight 
  Doing more than their part time hours  

  during lockdown 

Parent Award:  Mr & Mrs Koek 

  Moving our bark around the playground  

Mangatawhiri Way Award:  Mrs Young 
  Thinking of others  

Clean Class Award: Room 4 Users 

R6 STAR WRITER & LEARNERS:  
Hana Fieten, Alex Braid, Petra Cordes,  

Summer Lupeiki 

HOUSE PEOPLE OF THE WEEK:  
KAURI: 

Petra Cordes 
Showing perseverance with her maths 

MANUKA: 

Alex MacLean 
For completing all his learning during lockdown and doing his 

best 

RIMU: 

Alex Braid 
Outstanding work ethic for the whole of lockdown 

TANEKAHA: 

Lucas Nixon 
Outstanding effort with all his lockdown learning 

 

 
HOUSE POINTS:  

WEEK 6:  

1st Manuka ~ 200 points 2nd Tanekaha ~ 67 points  

3rd Kauri ~ 28 points 4th Rimu ~ 21points 

TERM 3:  

1st Kauri ~ 496points 2nd Rimu ~ 482points  

3rd= Manuka ~ 420points 4th Tanekaha ~ 328points 

Thanks to Kyan Fieten, Charlie Tawhiti, Bennett Smith for 

turning their Choice Voucher rewards into true house points 

for Tanekaha & Manuka 
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ICE SKATING & CURLING CUP 
@ Mangatawhiri School 

POSTPONED UNTIL TERM 4 

 
 

 
 

The key impact the new requirement will have on the 

school community is that students aged 12 and 

above will be required to wear a face covering when 

on public transport. 

 

School transport is not included in this requirement. 

We know who is on school transport and have good 

systems in place to identify potential close contacts, 

should there be a case. Children will also be staying away 

if they are unwell, vehicles will be sanitised after each 

school run and drivers have been asked to wear face 

masks 

 
 

What is the public health advice about face coverings 

in schools and early learning services? 

Here is a statement from Director of Public Health Dr 

Caroline McElnay: 
 

We have carefully looked at the evidence around COVID-

19 and educational settings, and at the experience of 

other countries in responding to COVID-19 in these 

settings to inform the public health advice about face 

coverings (including masks) for children and young people 

at school and early learning services. 
  

When reviewing the evidence for children and young 

people, we have considered the potential benefits of 

reducing the spread of the virus, and any potential harms 

or risks. 
 

The purpose of wearing a face covering wrapped around 

your nose and mouth is to prevent the spread of infection 

between people. With the other public health measures, 

we have put in place in schools and early learning services, 

coupled with the reduced risk of transmission at Alert 

Level 2, we consider the risk of infection is low.   
  

 

 
At Alert Level 2 schools and early learning services are 

reinforcing good hygiene practices, are undertaking 

regular cleaning, and staff, children and young people are 

staying away if they are sick. Where practicable, physical 

distancing is in place, particularly between adults. 
  
Overall, we think it is important not to interfere with 

learning as much as possible, so it's about balancing up 

the benefits against the potential harms. Our experience 

in New Zealand and overseas with COVID-19 shows that 

it does not affect children and teens in the same way it 

does adults. Compared to other places, schools and early 

learning services are not environments where we have 

seen significant spread of COVID-19. Household 

members and work colleagues who are in close contact 

with people with COVID-19, are the most common 

sources of transmission. 
  

Children and teens don't become as unwell if they do get 

infected, and they don't tend to pass the virus on so 

much as adults in the classroom setting. 
 

Based on what we know about face coverings and 

transmission in children, we are taking this balanced 

approach at this time. If new evidence emerges, this 

guidance will be revised. 

 
 

Can children, young people or teachers wear face 

coverings at school or early learning services if they 

wish to? 

Yes. Any children, young people or teachers who wish to 

wear face coverings wrapped around the nose and mouth 

(including masks) at schools or early learning services 

may do so if they want to. They are entitled to make this 

decision and should not be criticised for doing so. 

 

Key health measures to prevent spread 

Our school has very good processes in place to continue 

to keep your child as safe as possible. At Alert Level 2 

COVID-19 is contained. 

However, there is still some risk of community 

transmission at Alert Level 2, so we all need to follow our 

good practices to keep ourselves, family and whānau safe 

including: 

 Washing your hands regularly with soap and water 

including before and after eating, after blowing your 

nose, after visiting a public space including public 
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transport, before, during and after caring for a sick 

or vulnerable person, after using the toilet etc. 

 Coughing and sneezing into your elbow. 

 Staying at home if you are sick and checking with 

your GP or Healthline to see if you need to get tested 

(a reminder that Healthline is free to call - 0800 611 

116 and they have people who speak many different 

languages). 

 If you are recommended to get tested please do so 

– testing is free. 

 At home, clean your surfaces regularly particularly 

the ones that are often touched such as taps and 

door handles. 

 Keep a physical distance from people you don’t know 

(2 metres wherever possible). 

 If you are in an enclosed space with people you don’t 

know, such as on public transport, wear a face 

covering as they can help stop the spread of COVID-

19 by limiting the spread of droplets. 

 A face covering is any material that covers your nose 

and mouth – such as a scarf, bandana, t-shirt or 

facemask. 

 
Dear Parents, 

Our health and safety plan is in place as it has been 

under every alert level, and you can be assured we’ll 

continue doing everything we can to keep children 

safe. 
 

At home, please continue with good hand hygiene, 

cough and sneeze etiquette, appropriate physical 

distancing when out and about and keeping your 

child home if they are sick. 
 

Face coverings are another way we can help keep 

ourselves and others safe. The Prime Minister has 

announced that face coverings will be required on 

public transport from Monday, at Alert Level 2 and 

above. This does not apply to any child who is under 

12 years of age and does not apply to school 

transport (we have good systems in place to manage 

safety on school transport). 
 

Public Health officials have advised that children 

under the age of 6 should not wear face coverings.  
 

Children and young people do not need to wear face 

coverings at school. Other public health control 

measures are in place including children and staff 

staying home if they are sick, contact tracing, and 

hygiene requirements. 
 

If your child doesn’t need to wear a face covering 

but if they want to, that’s fine. 
 

We’re continuing contact tracing by having QR code 

posters at our office entrance, so please check in 

every time you come onsite.  
 

If you haven’t already downloaded the NZ COVID 

Tracer app the Ministry of Health’s website has 

information to help you do that. We’ll also keep a 

visitor register for anyone who doesn’t have the 

app, and also for anyone who comes onsite for a 

period of time. This will help us with contact tracing 

in the unlikely case it is needed. 
 

For more information about public health measures 

at Alert Level 2 you can visit the COVID-19 

website, and if you have any questions  please get 

in touch. 

 
Mangatawhiri Team  
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